3 STORYBRANCH

The Storybranch Manifesto

A declaration for the future we choose to grow.

We belong and we are all connected.

Every breath we take, every drop of water we drink, every meal we share and every place
we call home depends on living systems.

We are one part of those systems.

When we remember this, nature is no longer something outside us.
It becomes the community of life to which we belong.

We are all connected.

And belonging changes how we understand responsibility.

Being connected makes us understand that we affect each other.

Sustainable futures begin early.

Children who grow up connected to nature can carry that understanding into the
choices, professions and communities that shape their lives.

They may become engineers, educators, artists, scientists, entrepreneurs, designers,
policymakers or leaders.

Whatever paths they choose, ecological understanding can guide how they use
resources, create solutions and consider consequences.

Children can also bring questions and new perspectives into their families and
communities.

But the responsibility for structural change does not rest on their shoulders.

Adults, institutions and organizations must create the conditions in which children, and
the living world, can flourish.

We choose hope grounded in action.

The environmental challenges of our time are real, complex and urgent.
We refuse to use fear as the only foundation for change.
Hope is not denial.

It is the confidence that knowledge, competence, collaboration and courageous action
can make a difference.

Hope grows through learning.
Through participation.
Through imagination.

Through people choosing to build something better together.
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We think in living systems.

Nothing in nature exists alone.

A tree depends on soil, water, light, fungi, climate and countless relationships.

So do people.

So do communities.

So do organizations.

The future cannot be understood through isolated problems or isolated solutions.
Every decision influences something beyond itself.

To recognize those relationships is to think in systems.

To act with them in mind is to practice stewardship.

We begin with evidence.

Science is one of humanity's most rigorous ways of understanding reality.

It teaches us to observe carefully, ask questions, test ideas, challenge assumptions and
remain open to new evidence.

We trust science not because it claims absolute certainty, but because it is transparent,
critical and self-correcting.

Scientific knowledge gives us the confidence to act on evidence.
Scientific humility reminds us that understanding continues to evolve.

For Storybranch, every meaningful claimm must begin with the best available knowledge.

We honor knowledge with integrity.

Scientific evidence is the foundation of our public claims.

We also recognize the value of professional practice, lived experience, and Indigenous
and local knowledge developed through long relationships with particular places.

These forms of knowledge are not interchangeable.
They have different methods, histories, authorities and responsibilities.
We will seek respectful collaboration, proper attribution and reciprocal value.

We will not extract knowledge, use cultural identity as decoration or share what
communities consider sensitive or protected.

Learning together requires consent, humility and respect.

We create with purpose.

Stories, illustration, theatre, play, technology, research and conversation are not ends in
themselves.
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They are bridges between evidence and experience.
Creativity does not replace science.
It helps people encounter science with curiosity, clarity and meaning.

We create to reveal relationships, invite questions and make complex knowledge
accessible without losing its integrity.

We cultivate future competencies.

The future will ask more of us than knowledge alone.

It will ask us to think critically, collaborate across disciplines and cultures, navigate
uncertainty and continue learning.

It will ask us to make decisions informed by evidence and to understand complexity
without losing hope.

These capacities matter to children, professionals, organizations and communities.
They can be cultivated.

And they can grow throughout life.

We grow together.

No forest grows because of one tree.

Meaningful change grows through relationships.
We choose collaboration over isolation.
Contribution over recognition.

Listening before certainty.

Learning before judgement.

We are strengthened by diverse perspectives, shared knowledge and the willingness to
build together.

No organization, profession, generation or community can create sustainable futures
alone.

Our commitment.

Storybranch exists to help people and organizations apply scientific knowledge, systems
thinking and creativity to build more resilient, meaningful and sustainable futures.

Every book we write.

Every experience we design.
Every partnership we build.
Every project we begin.
Every decision we make.

Must answer the same question:
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Does this help people remember that they belong to the living world—and help
them grow in ways that allow people and nature to flourish together?

If the answer is yes, it belongs within Storybranch.
This is our commitment.

This is our invitation.

To learn.

To wonder.

To create.

To collaborate.

To act.

To grow.

Together.
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Editorial note

The Storybranch Manifesto is a public declaration of values and intent. It is intentionally
written in a concise, expressive form rather than as an academic position paper.

Its scientific, educational and ethical foundations, including evidence on environmental
literacy, childhood learning, intergenerational learning, science communication, and
respectful engagement with Indigenous and local knowledge, are documented in
Storybranch’s companion philosophy papers.

For this reason, formal in-text citations and a reference list are not included in the manifesto
itself. This preserves its clarity and emotional function while keeping its claims accountable
to the referenced documents that underpin it.
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